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titnent, though an excellent thing in its way, is, at times, very far from an 
excellent thing; still, as the question does admit of doubt, and it is 
our duty to see things as they are, it must be confessed that the follow- 
ing bit of feeling about a certain South American mountain, and espe- 
cially the remark which it contains about the condor, are not touching, 
but, on the contrary, quite amusing : " The two highest peaks at its 
southern extremity appeared, to my excited fancy, like a king and 
queen, seated on icy thrones, clad in long, snowy robes, and looking 
down, on their hoary court of minor rocks and crags, with calm and 
melancholy majesty. Sad and sorrowful seemed the queen, as the 
rays of the setting sun lingered on her musing countenance. Perhaps, 
she had come from more genial climes; perhaps birds had carolled, 
and flowers had smiled, upon her happy childhood, and now she must 
pass her dreary life, speechless and motionless, as if charmed by an 
enchanter's spell, at the cold side of her icy consort.. There was a 
melancholy and resigned expression in, what I imagined to be, her 
face. Perhaps, she was another Blanche de Bourbon, sacrificed to 
some cruel Don Pedro of those cold and lofty realms, to which even 
the condor rarely elevates his soaring flight." 

Let us say, again, that the book, as a conscientiously written account of 
countries well known to the author, is valuable. We trust, however, that 
Mr. Hassaurek's plan of increasing its bulk by historical additions may 
be abandoned. 



18. — The Invasion of Canada in 1775 ; including the Journal of Cap- 
tain Simeon Thayer, describing the Perils and Sufferings of the Army 
under Colonel Benedict Arnold in its March through the Wilderness 
to Quebec : with Notes and Appendix. By Edwin Martin Stone. 
Providence : Knowles, Anthony, & Co., Printers. 1867. 8vo. pp. 
xxiv., 104, and 12 pages unpaged. 

The Introduction to this work contains a careful and well-written ac- 
count of the " invasion of Canada." The Journal of Captain Thayer is 
a simple and interesting narrative of the experience of one of the 
Rhode Island officers under Arnold. There are few passages in it of 
special historic importance, but it gives a vivid impression of the hard- 
ships of the expedition, and now and then there is a touch of character 
or feeling which is of value as an expression of human nature. It con- 
tains some curious notes on the condition of the country ; for instance, 
under date of October 8, 1775, Captain Thayer records the killing of a 
moose high up on the Kennebec Kiver, and says : " They are so numer- 
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ous that we can hardly walk fifty yards without meeting their tracks. 
Their meat is good and refreshing." 

Captain Thayer was not the master of a superior grammatical style, 
but he makes his meaning plain even in such sentences as the follow- 
ing:— 

" Oct. 28. — It is to be observed here, with such horror that the most 
ferocious and unnatural hearts must shudder at, when knowing the dis- 
mal situation of courageous men, solely bent to extirpate the tyranny 
with which the country was influenced, taking up some raw hides, that 
lay for several days in the bottom of their boats, intended for to make 
them shoes or moccasins of in case of necessity, which they did not then 
look into so much as they did their own preservation, and chopping 
them to pieces, singeing first the hair, afterwards boiling them, and 
living on the juice or liquid that they soaked from it for a considerable 
time." 

Mr. Stone has supplied, in a very elaborate Appendix, all the illus- 
tration required by the Journal. His work is thoroughly done ; and 
the volume forms a very worthy contribution to the history of the 
Revolution. 



19. — Tlie American Genealogist. Being a Catalogue of Family His- 
tories and Publications containing Genealogical Information issued 
in the United States, arranged chronologically. By William H. 
Whitmoee. Albany : Joel Munsell. 1868. 8vo. pp. 287. 

This is the second edition of the book which Mr. Whitmore published 
in 1862 under the title of "The American Genealogist." In its new 
form and under its new title it is greatly enlarged, extended, and im- 
proved, and affords a fresh instance of the zeal and thoroughness with 
which its author carries on his favorite studies. To the genealogico- 
maniacs (we intend no disrespect by the appellation) with whom New 
England abounds this work is of special interest and importance. It is 
of scarcely less value to bibliographers, who, without some such faithful 
and industrious pioneer as Mr. Whitmore, might easily lose themselves 
in the dense forest of American family trees. 



